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The Lockheed P-38 Lightning was developed to a United States Army Air Corps requirement. It became famous not only for its performance
in the skies of WWII, but also for its unusual appearance.

The Lightning, designed by the Lockheed team led by Chief Engineer Clarence 'Kelly' Johnson, was a complete departure from conventional
airframe design. Powered by two liquid cooled inline V-1710 engines, it was almost twice the size of other US fighters and was armed with four .50
cal. machine guns plus a 20 mm cannon, giving the Lightning not only the firepower to deal with enemy aircraft, but also the capability to inflict heavy
damage on ships.

The first XP-38 prototype, 37-457, was built under tight secrecy and made its maiden flight on January 27, 1939. The USAAF wasn 't satisfied
with the big new fighter, but gave permission for a transcontinental speed dash on February 11, 1939. During this event, test pilot Kelsey crashed
at Mitchell Field, NY. Kelsey survived the cash but the airplane was written off. Despite this, Lockheed received a contract for thirteen preproduction
YP-38s.

The first production version was the P-38D (35 airplanes only armed with 37mm cannon), followed by 210 P-38Es which reverted back to the
20 mm cannon. These planes began to arrive in October 1941 just before America entered World War II.

The next versions were P-38F, P-38G, P-38H and P-38J. The last of these introduced an improved shape of the engine nacelles with redesigned
airintakes and cooling system. Also, the curved windscreen was replaced by a flatone.

One of the Lightning’s weaknesses was a huge vibration during dive attacks caused by transsonic airflow on the wings. Lockheed never solved
this problem, but dive brakes were installed under each wing from P-38J-25 production block to maintain control when diving at high-speed.

The fastest of the Lightnings was the P-38J with a top speed of 420 mph, and the version produced in the greatest quantity was the
P-38L - 3,735 left the Lockheed factory while 113 left Vultee assembly lines. So-called 'Drop Snoots' were fitted with bombardier type noses, and
used to lead formations of bomb-laden P-38s to their targets.

The P-38M was a two-seat radar-equipped night fighter, a few of which had become operational before the war ended.

As noted above, the P-38 was the biggest singleseat fighter to serve with the USAAF. Its overall length was 11.53 m; height was 3.00 m and
wingspanwas 15.85m. The -J version weighed in at 6,214 kg empty and 9,980 kg loaded.

The P-38 was the only US fighter aircraft produced throughout US involvement in World War Two, from Pearl Harbor to Victory over Japan Day.

The P-38 was used in a number of roles, including dive bombing, horizontal bombing, ground-attack, photo reconnaissance missions, and
extensively as along-range escort fighter.

The US top aces, Richard Bong (40 victories) and Thomas McGuire (38 victories), flew this aircraft in the Pacific Theater of Operations. P-38s
also served in the China-Burma-India Theater and in the South West Pacific area, and was the primary long-range fighter
of the USAAF until the arrival of adequate numbers of P-51D Mustangs in 1944/45.

The internal fuel capacity of 410 gallons could be increased to 1,010 gallons with two external drop tanks. This enabled the Lightning to fly
adistance of 3,640 km, allowing it to become one of the most feared fighters in the Pacific War as well as the first fighter ready and able to carry out
long range escort missions for four-engined bombers over Europe.

F P-38L, flown by the CO of 70th FS, 18th FG, Moret Field, Zamboanga, the Philippines, 1945
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The first P-38s were obtained by the 18th FG in June, 1944 and this fighter wa used by the FG till the end of WW2. In 1945 the group was based at various airbases
in the Philippines. The Lightnings with a red checker board and fuselage numbers from 100 to 150 belonged to the 70th Fighter Squadron. Three tail bands and the
number 100 indicate this aircraft was flown by the squadron CO.



ATTENTION * UPOZORNENI * ACHTUNG * ATTENTION *

N= Carefully read instruction sheet before assembling. When you use glue or paint, do not use near open flame and use in well ventilated room. Keep out of reach of small children.

I Children must not be allowed to suck any part, or pull vinyl bag over the head.

i Pred zapocetim stavby si peclive prostudujte stavebni navod. Pri pouzivani barev a lepidel pracujte v dobre vetrané mistnosti. Lepidla ani barvy nepouzivejte v blizkosti otevreného
ohne. Model neni urcen malym detem, mohlo by dojit k poZiti drobnych dilu.

lire soigneusement la fiche d’instructions avant d‘assembler. Ne pas utiliser de colle ou de peinture a proximité d’une flamme nue, et aérer la piece de temps en temps. Garder hors
de portée des enfants en bas age. Ne pas laisser les enfants mettre en bouche ou sucer les pieces, ou passer un sachet vinyl sur la tete.

5 Von dem Zusammensetzen die Bauanleitung gut durchlesen. Kleber und Farbe nicht nahe von offenem Feuer verwenden und das Fenster von Zeit zu Zeit Belliftung 6ffnen. Bausatz
von kleinen Kindern fernhalten. Verhiten Sie, daR Kinder irgendwelche Bauteile in den Mund nehmen oder Plastiktiten Giber den Kopf ziehen.
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A P-38L-5, s/n 44-25863, Capt. Ken Hart, 431st FS, 475th FG, Lingayen, Filipiny, Cerven 1945

Ken Hart dosahl vSechna sva vitézstvi na Lightningu verze L. Tento letoun dostal pfidéleny poté, co 28. bfezna 1945 pfipsal posledni dva ze svych osmi sestrel(i. Hart
zemrel v roce 1946 pfi autonehodé. Hartuv letoun nese zbarveni typické pro stroje 431st FS Satan’s Angels. Stroje této jednotky nosily €ervené doplriky a ¢isla od 110
do 139. Znak jednotky, stylizovana hlava pekelného andéla, byl namalovan jak na trupovych chladi¢ich, tak na $pici trupové gondoly. Zatimco napis PeeWee
je z fotografii dobfe znam, jméno na druhé strané trupové gondoly neni z dobovych snimkU zcela zietelné. NaSe rekonstrukce nabizi jednu z pravdépodobnych podob —
jméno Rosita.
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B P-38L-5, Capt. Bob DeHaven, 7th FS, 49th FG, Tacloban, Fijen 1944

Na tomto letounu |étal DeHaven béhem operaci nad Leyte na po¢atku fijna 1944. Letoun byl zni¢en pfi bombardovani letisté japonskymi letadly. DeHavendyv Lightning
nese na ocasnich plochach nadhernou kresbu hlavy démona. Jedna se o znak 7th FS Screaming Demons a ma puvod v australském domorodém démonovi smrti
jménem Bunyap. DeHaven, eso se ¢trnacti sestiely, povazoval za své Stastné Cislo tfinactku a nesly jej vechny jeho letouny. Je mu pfipisovano sestfeleni japonského
stihaciho esa Shigeo Nangda dne 23. ledna 1944.
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C P-38L, Lt. M. M. Jarboe, 36th FS, 8th FG, le Shima, Okinawa, kvéten 1945

Jednou ze soudasti 8th FG byla 36th FS nesouci nazev Flying Fiends. Rada jejich letount se py$ni skvostnymi nose-arty. K identifikaci jejich letount se pouZivaly
&erno-bilé doplriky. Na motorovych gondolach je namalovany znak jednotky — hlava débla. Tento letoun nese individualni oznaceni pismenem ,|*. Na fotografii letounu
se jeho tvar zda byt nepravidelny.

100 49
MC218

-
o
-
o
=

oo s [V | adlua)




D P-38J-15, s/n 42-103921, Lt. Richard L. West, 35th FS, 8th FG, Owi, ¢ervenec 1944
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Tento stroj dostal West do uzivani na za¢atku dubna 1944 a dosahl na ném dvou sestfelt. Dne 16. Eervna sestielil Zeke a 27. ¢ervence Tony. Pripsal si tak dal$i dva
sestfely k Sesti dosazenym za kniplem P-40 Warhawk v roce 1943. Pozdéji na P-38 sestfelil jesté dalSich osm nepfatel. Westovym osobnim markingem byly karty

na levé strané trupové gondoly. Zluté Spicky vrtulovych kuzZel( a svislych ocasnich ploch identifikovaly stroje 35th Fighter Squadron. Znak squadrony, skakajici pumu,
nesla prava strana gondoly.
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E P-38J-10, s/n 42-67590, Capt. Jay T. Robbins, velitel 80th FS, 8th FG, Finschhafen, prosinec 1943

Jay Robbins ma pfiznano celkem 22 sestfelu, ¢imz se dostal na ¢tvrté misto v Zebficku armadnich stihacich es pusobicich na pacifickém bojisti. Neobvyklé zbarveni
vrtulovych kuzelt mélo napomoci identifikaci velitelského stroje. Syté zelené ¢asti svislych ocasnich ploch nesly letouny 80th FS. Postavi¢ka mnicha se opakovala
ina dal$ich Robbinsovych P-38 Lightning. Po valce Robbins stoupal po kariérnim Zebficku az do nejvyssich pater veleni amerického letectva.
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F P-38L, velitel 70th FS, 18th FG, Moret Field, Zamboanga, Filipiny, 1945

18th FG dostal prvni P-38 v &ervnu 1944 a pouzivala je aZ do konce valky. V roce 1945 psobila z filipinskych letist. Sachovnice na chladi¢i znagila letouny pattici do
této Fighter Group. Cervenou $achovnici a trupova &isla od 100 do 150 pak nosily stroje 70th Fighter Squadron. Tfi pruhy okolo zadé a &islo 100 pak napovidaji, Ze tento
letoun pouzival velitel squadrony.
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Pacific Lightnings STENCIL VARIANTS
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