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   Ken Hart managed to achieve all his kills at the controls of the L version of the Lightning. This mount was assigned to Hart shortly after March, 28, 1945 when he had 
downed the last two of a total of eight Japanese aircraft. Hart´s personal Lightning sports the typical 431st FS 'Satan´s Angels' marking. The airplanes of this squadron 
had red tail tips and spinners and the fuselage numbers in the range from 110 to 139. The unit patch is painted on the radiator cowlings and on the nose tip as well.  
Whereas the inscription 'PeeWee' is widely known thanks to period photos, the female name of the nose right side has remained unclear. Our reconstruction offers one 
possibility – 'Rosita'.
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 A P-38L-5, s/n 44-25863, flown by Capt. Ken Hart, 431st FS, 475th FG, Lingayen, the Philippines, June, 1945
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   This Lightning was flown by Bob DeHaven over Leyte in October, 1944 and destroyed during one of the Japanese bombing raids later on. The incredible artwork on the 
tail depicted the head of a demon – the 7th Fighter Squadron was dubbed the 'Screaming Demons'. The demon was based on the death of the aboriginal demon Bunyap.
DeHaven is credited with fourteen kills and his lucky number was 13. Most of his aircraft wore this number. DeHaven is considered to be the fighter pilot who killed 
Japanese ace Shigeo Nango (15 kills) over New Guinea on January 23, 1944.
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 B P-38L-5, flown by Capt. Bob DeHaven, 7th FS, 49th FG, Tacloban, October, 1944
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   One of the 8th FG´s component units was the 36th Fighter Squadron, Flying Fiends. Many aircraft that belonged to this unit wore very nice artwork. The 36th FS aircraft 
were distinguished with black-white markings. The squadron patch – a fiend head – is painted on the engine cowlings. Period photo show an irregular shape of the letter 
'I'.
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P-38L, flown by Lt. M. M. Jarboe, 36th FS, 8th FG, Ie Shima,  Okinawa, May 1945
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   Richard West flew this aircraft from April 1944 and managed to destroy two enemy airplanes with it. The first of them was a Zeke on June 16, the second was a Tony
on July 27, 1944. The previous six kills were achieved flying a P-40 Warhawk. A further eight Japanese aircraft were downed by West by the end of WW2, all of them flying 
the P-38. Note the squadron patch, the jumping puma, on the right side of the fuselage gondola.
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 D P-38J-15, s/n 42-103921, flown by Lt. Richard L. West, 35th FS, 8th FG, Owi, July, 1944
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    Jay Robbins is credited with 22 kills in total, thereby becaming the fourth highest ranking US Army pilot in the Pacific Theatre of Operations. The unusual marking
on the spinners indentified the aircraft flown by the squadron CO. The green tail tips were typical for 80th FS aircraft. The Buddha monk character was repeated on other 
Robbins´s Lightnings. After the war, Robbins moved up in the US Air Force hierarchy, becoming a General and a member of the highest USAF command. 
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P-38J-10, s/n 42-67590, flown by Capt. Jay T. Robbins, CO, 80th FS, 8th FG, Finschhafen, December, 1943
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   The first P-38s were obtained by the 18th FG in June, 1944 and this fighter wa used by the FG till the end of WW2. In 1945 the group was based at various airbases
in the Philippines. The Lightnings with a red checker board and fuselage numbers from 100 to 150 belonged to the 70th Fighter Squadron. Three tail bands and the 
number 100 indicate this aircraft was flown by the squadron CO.

eduard

 F P-38L, flown by the CO of 70th FS, 18th FG, Moret Field, Zamboanga, the Philippines, 1945
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Pacific Lightnings
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