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intro

In September 1941, a hitherto unknown German radial engine fighter appeared in the west European sky. The new airplane was superior to British fighters, most
distressingly to the Spitfire Mk.V. The German design was soon recognized as the Focke-Wulf Fw 190 A. The losses suffered by the RAF over western Europe rose
rapidly and the crisis was serious enough that the RAF ceased the majority of daytime operations in November, 1941. The next attempt to resume these types
of sorties was made in March 1942. Loss rates remained unacceptably high and the RAF was forces to stop ops once again. All this was thanks to the Focke-Wulf
Fw 190 A. The first response to the new German weapon was the Spitfire Mk.VIII, but the design changes were so complex that initiating timely production was not
possible. In June, 1942, a German pilot landed by mistake on a British airfield delivering a completely intact Fw 190 fighter into RAF hands. Comparative trials
between the Focke-Wulf and Spitfire Mk.V began almost immediatelly. These mock encounters confirmed the situation over the front — the chances of a British
fighter surviving an encounter with the Fw 190 were slim. The only British fighter aircraft deemed suitable to oppose them were the Spitfire Mk. VII and VIII
powered by the Merlin 61 engine. As mentioned above these were some time away of being ready for series production. But there was another way of getting
a powerful fighter quickly - by mating the Merlin 61, with its two-stage supercharger, with the fuselage of the Spitfire Mk.Vc. Two Mk.Vc airframes, AB196 and
AB197, were selected for this purpose and were strengthened with modified longerons to accommodate the more powerful and heavier engine. The example was
finished on February 26 and the second on March 27, 1942. Flight trials were succesful and the order for series production was issued almost immediately. Series
production began in June 1942 and the first Mk.IXs found their way to No. 64 Squadron in July. Performance improved significantly in comparison to the Mk.V. A top
speed of 409 mph at 28,000 feet was higher by 40mph, and the service ceiling rose from 36,200 to 43,000 feet. The Mk.IX could climb at 4,000 feet per minute. The
RAF finally had a fighter aircraft capable of opposing the Fw 190 A. Three main versions of the Mk IX were produced. The F.IX was powered by the Merlin 61 and
was the only version on the assembly line in early 1943. The next version was the LF Mk.IX powered by the Merlin 66. This engine was designed to do its best at low
altitudes. The third version, manufactired along with the LF, was the high-altitude HF Mk.IX with the Merlin 70. The majority of Mk.IXs manufactured were
equipped with the so-called 'C' wing. Four 20mm cannon or two 20mm cannon and four .303 machine guns could be installed in the wings. From 1944, the
strengthened 'E' wing was produced. Four .303 machine guns were replaced with two .50 heavy machine guns. Bomb racks for 2501b bombs were fitted under each
wing typically. The Mk.IX became the second most numerous version of the Spitfire with a total of 5653 examples being built. The Mk.IX began to replace the Mk.V
from June, 1942. Thanks to the new fighter, the RAF was ready to fight against the Luftwaftfe over occupied Europe. Spitfire Mk.IXs served with the RAF to the end
of war. In the postwar era, foreign air forces flew this version as well. Czechoslovak, Norwegian, Danish, and Canadian air forces operated numbers of Mk.IXs and
they were not alone. Spitfires would find themselves in combat again. Czechoslovakia sold its Spitfire Mk.IXs to Israel in 1948 and these aircraft formed the
backbone of the newly born Israeli air force in the fight against their Arab neighbours.

uvodem

V zafi 1941 se na evropské obloze objevil dosud neznamy némecky stihaci letoun pohanény hvézdicovym motorem. Nova stihacka méla nad britskymi, zejména
Spitfirem Mk.V, zietelnou pievahu. V némecké konstrukei byl zahy rozpoznan Focke-Wulf Fw 190 A. Ztraty RAF nad zapadni Evropou zacaly rychle nartstat
az to té miry, ze britské letectvo muselo v listopadu 1941 zastavit vétSinu dennich operaci nad evropskym kontinentem. Pokus o spusténi tohoto typu bojovych lett
byl uskute¢nén v breznu 1942. Pocty ztrat vSak byly opét netinosné, coz opét vedlo k jejich zastaveni. VSe diky Focke-Wulftiim Fw 190 A. Prvnim pokusem
0 odpovéd’ na novou némeckou zbrain se stal Spitfire Mk.VIII, av§ak komplexni pfistup ke zménam konstrukce letounu zpusobil, ze nebylo mozné jej dostat
do sériové vyroby v dostatecné blizkém casovém horizontu. V ¢ervnu 1942 pristal jeden z némeckych pilotd omylem na britském letisti a predal tak do britskych
rukou neposkozeny Fw 190 A. Srovnavaci zkousky Focke-Wulfu a Spitfiru Mk.V zacaly témét neprodlené. Cviéné souboje plné potvrdily situaci na fronté — Sance
britské stihacky prestat setkani s Fw 190 bez thony nebyly vysoké. Jediné britské stihacky schopné postavit se plnohodnotné némeckému typy byly Spitfiry Mk.VII
a Mk.VIII pohanéné motorem Merlin 61. Jak vSak bylo poznamenano vyse, nedalo se ¢ekat, ze v dohledné dobé dospé&ji do faze sériové vyroby. Byla zde vsak jesté
jedna cesta, jak ziskat dostatecn¢ vykonnou stihacku — zabudovat Merlin 61 s dvoustupiiovym kompresorem do zakladniho draku Spitfiru Mk.V. Pro tento
experiment byly vy¢lenény dva draky, AB196 a AB197. Prosly zpevnénim, aby mohl byt zastavén vykonngjsi a t&¢z$i motor. Prvni z nich byl dokonéen 26. unora,
druhy pak 27. bfezna 1942. Letové testy prob&hly natolik tspésné, ze byla objednana sériova vyroba. Ta se plné rozb&hla v ¢ervnu 1942 a prvni Mk.IX se u bojové
jednotky, No. 64 Squadrony, objevily v Cervenci. V porovnani s Mk.V se vykony znateln¢ zvysily. Maximalni rychlost byla v 28.000 stopach vyssi o 40 mph,
operacni dostup se zvysil z 36.200 na 43.000 stop. Mk.IX mohl stoupat rychlosti 4000 stop za minutu. RAF tedy konecné dostalo stihacku, kterou mohlo smé¢le
postavit proti Fw 190 A. Vyrabény byly tii hlavni verze Mk.IX. Verze F Mk.IX byla pohanéna motorem Merlin 61 a z montazni linky sjizdéla az do pocatku roku
1943. Na ni navazaly LF Mk.IX pohanéna motorem Merlin 66 a uréena k operacim v niz§ich vyskach, a HF Mk.IX s motorem Merlin 70 konstruovanym naopak pro
vyskové lety. VEtsina Mk.IX byla vyrobena s kiidlem typu C. V ném mohla byt instalovana vyzbroj slozena ze ¢ty kanonti raze 20 mm nebo ze dvou kanonti raze
20 mm a étyi kulometd raze 0,303 palce. V roce 1944 se objevilo zpevnéné kiidlo typu E. Ctvetice 0.303 kulometd byla nahrazena dvojici kulometii raze 0.50 palce.
Pod kazdou polovinou kiidla byly standardné namontovany zavésniky pro 2501b pumy. Verze Mk.IX se stala druhou nejpocetnéjsi verzi Spitfiru s 5653 vyrobenymi
kusy. Mk.IX zacaly nahrazovat Mk.V v ¢ervnu 1942. Diky nové stihacce byla RAF opét schopna bojovat proti Luftwaffe nad okupovanou Evropou. Ve své vyzbroji
si typ ponechala az do konce valky. Po ukonceni boji se verze dostala i do vyzbroje dalSich letectev. Ceskoslovenské, norské, danské, kanadské a dalsi letectva
pouzivala desitky Mk.IX. Spitfiry Mk.IX se vSak do boju dostaly i v této dob&. Ceskoslovensko prodalo své Spitfiry v roce 1948 do Izraele, kde se v bojich
s arabskymi sousedy staly patefnim typem nove vznikajicich izraelskych vzdusnych sil.

E Spitfire Mk.IXc, MH819, No. 310 Squadron, Appledram Air Base, Mid June, 1944
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Carefully read instruction sheet before assembling. When you use glue or paint, do not use near open flame and use in well ventilated room. Keep out of reach of small children.
Children must not be allowed to suck any part, or pull vinyl bag over the head.

Pred zapocetim stavby si peclivé prostuduijte stavebni navod. Pfi pouzivani barev a lepidel pracujte v dobfe vétrané mistnosti. Lepidla ani barvy nepouzivejte v blizkosti otevieného
ohné. Model neni uréen malym détem, mohlo by dojit k poZiti drobnych dilt.
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A Spitfire Mk.IXc, ML214, No. 126 Squadron RAF, zakladna Harrowbeer, 6. cerven 1944

Tento stroj byl ke 126. squadroné dodan v poloviné kvétna 1944. V souvislosti s invazi do Normandie dostal ¢erno-bilé pruhy na trup a kfidlo. V rozporu se
standardem, ktery predepisoval 18palcovou §ifi jednotlivych pruhd, nesly stroje No. 10 Group ADGB (Protivzdu$na obrana Velké Britanie) pruhy poloviéni —
tedy 9 palct Siroké. Nazev mésta Muscat v arabstiné a anglickém prepisu odkazuje na darovaci akt ze strany Persian Gulf Spitfire Fund. Veleni 126.
Squadrony prevzal v ¢ervenci loannis ,Johny“ Plagis, eso se 16 sestiely, a doplnil na néj svij osobni marking a jméno své sestry Kay. V té dobé vsak jiz
zfejmé nenesl kompletni invazni pruhy, ale pouze jejich spodni ¢ast. Letoun byl 12. fijna 1944 poskozen a Plagis zacal létat na jiném Spitfiru, NH295,
s oznacenim 5J E a pouzival jej az do prezbrojeni jednotky na Mustangy.
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B Spitfire Mk.IXc, MK924, F/Sgt Michal Murayda, No. 302 Squadron, Chailey, ¢erven 1944

F/Sgt Michal Murayda byl americkym dobrovolnikem polského plvodu, ktery se jako pfislusnik polské 302. Squadrony RAF ztcastnil proti Némecku.
Na tomto stroji Iétal béhem operace Overlord. Individualni pismeno A bylo po natfeni invaznich pruht dopinéno v bilé barvé do ¢erného pruhu. Pozemni
personal sibéhem aplikace invaznich pruh(, zfejmé pro zapamatovani, poznamenal individualni pismeno letounu kfidou na trupovou kokardu.
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C Spitfire Mk.IXc, MK892, F/Lt. C. H. Lazenby, No. 222 Squadron RAF, Normandie, 10. cerven 1944

Tento letoun byl vyfotografovan poté, co s nim pfislusnik 222. squadrony RAF F/Lt. C. H. Lazenby nouzové pfistal kvuli poruse motoru na jedné z plaz
v Normandii dne 10. Cervna 1944. Lazenby se dostal do némeckého zajeti. Pismena trupového oznaceni, jez byla pretfena pfi aplikaci invaznich pruhd,
a samotna kvalita provedeni pruhi vypovida o rychlosti, s niz byly tyto prvky rychlého rozpoznavani letadel aplikovany. Pretfena pismena pozemni personal
napsal Stétkou na trup pod kabinu.
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D Spitfire LF Mk.I1Xe, PL124, No. 312 Squadron RAF, cerven 1944

Béhem invaze do Normandie se mohli ceskoslovensti piloti poprvé seznamit se Spitfiry Mk.IX vybavenymi kiidlem typu E. Divodem k prezbrojeni byla vétsi
vhodnost letounti s motory Merlin 66 a kiidlem se zavésniky pro operacni lety nad pfedmostim. Jako prvni je v ramci 134. wingu dostala 312. squadrona RAF.
Stroje prisly k tomuto Gtvaru 11. Eervna 1944 a pusobily zde az do 3. ¢ervence, kdy squadrony 134. wingu dostaly Spitfiry F a HF Mk.IXc. Tento stroj dle
zaznamu méla jiz 22. ¢ervna prevzit 74. squadrona. PL124 byl fotografem zachycen s netplnymi invaznimi pruhy, kdy na trupu chybéla jejich ¢erna ¢ast.

Vr§ek smérovky byl natfen tmavsi barvou, zfejmé modrou.
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E Spitfire Mk.IXc, MH819, No. 310 Squadron, zakladna Appledram, ¢erven 1944

Na pocatku operace Overlord nesl trupové oznaceni NN M Spitfire MJ 906. S nim v8ak hned druhy den invaze, 7. Eervna 1944, havaroval pfi pokusu
0 nouzoveé pfistani pfislusnik 310. squadrony F/Sgt. Miroslav Moravec. Na Appledram se chtél vratit ihned po startu. Kédova pismena po zni¢eném stroji
zdédil pravé MH819. Invazni pruhy jsou stejné jako na fadé jinych letounu natfeny od ruky. Sériové Cislo, jez zmizelo pod ¢erno-bilym markingem pozemni

personal napsal ¢ernou barvou nad trikoloru na kylovce.
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