
The D.V represents the final step in the development of the Al-
batros scouts family originating to the D.I type introduced in 
August 1916. The development led to the D.II and D.III scouts, 
which were of wide use with the Jagdstaffeln but as the de-
velopment of opponents intensified, also the German Luftstre-
itkräfte needded to raise their game. Albatros was the main 
supplier of the fighter aircraft at the time, and it was no wonder 
the Idflieg made and order for an improved version in April 1917 
to stop the supremacy of the new British scout, the S.E.5a.   

Just a small step
The chief designer Robert Thelen was already aware of the 
situation, but the result of his work, the D.IV did not mature 
to the production stage. On the other hand, it proved the more 
streamlined fuselage would be the next important step in the 
development. The resulting D.V resembled the D.III closely and 
also used the same 170 hp (127 kW) Mercedes D.IIIa engine, but 
the fuselage got elliptical cross-section and saved some 71 lb 
(32 kg) of weight compared to the predecessor. The tailplane 
remained unchanged from the D.III as the prototype D.V retained 
the standard rudder of the Johannisthal-built D.III, but the pro-
duction examples used the enlarged rudder of the OAW-built 
D.IIIs. Other changes included a larger spinner and ventral fin, 
the upper wing was 4.75 in (120 mm) closer to the fuselage and 
the lower wing joined with the fuselage without a fairing.
The wings themselves were almost identical to those of the 
standard D.III, as Thelen retained the sesquiplane concept 
adopted with the D.III. The only visible difference to the wings of 
D.III was a revised routing of the aileron cables that kept them 
fully within the upper wing. As the wings stayed nearly unchan-
ged, the Idflieg decided to conduct the structural tests on the 
fuselage only. The move proved to be a big mistake…  
The first production batch contract called for 200 D.Vs in April 
1917, the other contract for next 400 aircraft followed in May 
and 300 more were ordered in July. All of them were produced 
in the main Johannisthal Albatros factory, while the subsidiary 
OAW factory at Schneidemühl kept production of D.IIIs. 
Early examples of the new D.V featured a large headrest, but 
this feature was usually removed at Jagdstaffeln, as it limited 
pilot´s rear view. Starting from second production batch, the 
headrest was deleted at the factory level.  

The disaster
The new D.V entered service in May 1917 and it did not take long 
for pilots and personnel to realise the structural problems with 

the lower wing, already known with D.III got even worse with 
the new aircraft. The Idflieg decided to conduct the new structu-
ral tests only to find these voices were right. More to it, also 
problems with the upper wing surfaced and required additional 
bracing. And as if these were not enough the structural pro-
blems also appeared with the new fuselage, which sometimes 
cracked because of the hard landing. And all these problems 
were not counterbalanced by better performance. 
The D.V offered just a little performance increase over its pre-
decessor, so many pilots still preferred the D.III. The most fa-
mous of them all, Manfred von Richthofen, even spoke his thou-
ghts out in the letter written in July 1917. He described the D.V 
as “so obsolete and so ridiculously inferior to the English that 
one can‘t do anything with this aircraft“. 
Albatros tried to respond with the D.Va type, featuring stron-
ger wing spars and ribs. Also the fuselage was reinforced. The 
changes added some weight inevitably so the D.Va was 51 lb (23 
kg) heavier than D.III, while the problems were still not fully 
solved. To further strengthen the wing, the D.Va added a small 
diagonal brace connecting the forward interplane strut to the 
leading edge of the lower wing. That was one of two visible dif-
ferences between D.V and D.Va. The second one was the same 
aileron cable linkage as used with D.III. The change was made 
to provide a swifter control response. The more powerful Mer-
cedes D.IIIaü developing 180 hp (130 kW) helped to offset the 
added weight somehow.

Better than nothing 
The Idflieg placed order for 262 D.Va aircraft in August 1917, 
which was followed by orders for 250 more in September and 
550 in October. Also OAW subsidiary was given the order to 
build 600 D.Va aircraft. The orders just reflected the situation 
at the end of 1917, as the Idflieg had no other option. The Pfalz 
D.III did not bring too much change in the game and the Fok-
ker Dr.I was getting obsolete not to mention its own structural 
problems. 
Production of the D.Va ceased in April 1918, freeing the producti-
on capacity of both Albatros factories for the new Fokker D.VII, 
which solved all the problems the Jagdstaffeln were suffering 
performance-wise during the winter of 1917 and spring of the 
1918. 
Despite all its shortcomings and general obsolescence, some 
900 D.Vs and 1,612 D.Vas were built. Their numbers were decre-
asing rapidly and by August 31, 1918 only some 400 Albatros 
fighters of all types remained in the frontline use. 

The Albatros D.V was not what it meant to be. The successor to the D.III did not improve the 
performance significantly, while the structural problems, already known with the prede-
cessor, got even worse. All in all the D.V was nothing more than an interim solution before 
the Fokker D.VII replaced it on the production lines ending the tale of the Albatros scouts 
in Great War.    

Albatros D.V
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INSTRUKTION  SINNBILDEN INSTR. SYMBOLY SYMBOLES INSTRUCTION SIGNS

UPOZORNĚNÍ  ATTENTION ACHTUNG ATTENTION

DÍLYPARTS TEILE PIECES

  

APPLY EDUARD MASK
AND PAINT

POUŽÍT EDUARD MASK
NABARVIT

OPTIONAL
VOLBA

BEND
OHNOUT

OPEN HOLE
VYVRTAT OTVOR

SYMETRICAL ASSEMBLY
SYMETRICKÁ MONTÁŽ

  

REMOVE
ODŘÍZNOUT 

REVERSE SIDE
OTOČIT

SAND
BROUSIT

BARVYCOLOURS FARBEN PEINTURE

2

PLASTIC PARTS

Mr.COLORAQUEOUS

GSi Creos (GUNZE)

PAINTS

MISSION MODELS

H12 C33 FLAT BLACKMMP-047

C41 RED BROWNH47 MMP-012

C43H37 WOOD BROWN

FLAT WHITEC62H11 MMP-001

H6 GREENC6 MMP-004

C8H8 SILVER

C79H23 SHINE RED

C34H25 SKY BLUE

C67H39 PURPLE

C11 LIGHT GULL GRAYH51 MMP-063 Mr.COLOR SUPER METALLIC METALLICS

SM201 SUPER FINE SILVERMMC-001

Mr.COLORAQUEOUS PAINTS

GSi Creos (GUNZE) MISSION MODELS

Mr.METAL COLOR METALLICS

MC219 BRASSMMM-009

MC214 DARK IRONMMM-001

C60H70 GRAYMMP-056

C113H413 YELLOWMMP-090

C314H314 BLUE

C327H327 REDMMP-101

C361H330 DARK GREENMMP-077
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RIB STRIPESAlbatros D.V / D.Va
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