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In mid-1916, the Albatros D.III fighter was developed. It was inspired along the same conceptual lines as the
Nieuport. The new type was delivered to fighter units in the fall of 1916. As in the Nieuport, a flaw manifested itself
in the construction of the lower wing, which under tight maneuvers, would violently twist and even fail. The reason for
this was never fully revealed. Restrictions were therefore placed on the use of the aircraft, but even so, the D.III became
asuccessful fighter.

In April, 1917, the Idflieg requested the manufacture of 200 lightened versions of the Albatros, the D.V. The new
variant inherited an unchanged wing from the D.I1I, with the exception of the linkages controlling the ailerons having
been moved to the top wing. That itself was moved 10cm closer to the fuselage, which was aerodynamically refined
with an oval cross-section with a curved vertical tail. The spine of the fuselage incorporated a headrest, which was
often removed by pilots as this piece tended to limit view. Armament consisted of a pair of LMG 08/15 7.92mm
machine guns. Powerplant was a Mercedes D.I11a, rated at 127kW (170hp).

Overall, the D.V. was 50kg lighter than the D.III, but the lower wing problems repeated themselves in the lower
wings. Despite this, there were a further 400 pieces of the D.V. ordered, and another 300 in July. After that, production
gave way to the modified D.Va. The lower wing was strengthened, and the structure was beefed up between the leading
edge of the wing and the interwing struts, while the aileron linkages reverted to that used on the D.III. This, however,
failed to solve the problem, and the weight of the aircraft grew to the point where the D.Va exceeded that of the D.IIIL.
Satisfactory performance was attained with the installation of the Mercedes D.11lau, rated at 134kW (185hp). There
were 1,612 Albatros D.Vadelivered from October, 1917.

Although the aircraft were not overly popular with pilots, prior to the introduction of the Fokker D.VII in May, 1917,
the D.V. was the most widely used German fighter. Even as late as April, 1918, they formed 54.3% of the fighter force
on the front, and many, along with the D.III, soldiered on to the end of the war. The D.Va was the last series built fighter
from Albatros, other types proving unsuccessful, and the firm produced the Fokker D.VII under license.

uvodem

V poloving roku 1916 byl vyvinut stihaci Albatros D.III, u né¢hoz byla pouzita koncepce kiidel jedenaptlplosnikii
Nieuport. Novy typ byl dodavan od podzimu 1916 ke stihacim letkam. Stejné jako u Nieuportt se vSak projevila vada
v konstrukei spodniho kiidla, které se pii vétsim namahani kroutilo a bortilo a nikdy nebyla zjisténa prava pfic¢ina. Pro
D.III byl proto vydan zakaz stfemhlavcho letu, ale i tak se stal uspéSnym stihacim letounem.

V dubnu 1917 zadal Idflieg Albatrosu stavbu 200 ks odlehcené verze D.V. Novy typ prevzal nezménéna kiidla
aerodynamicky jemnéjsi s ovalnym prifezem a byla pouzita zaoblena SOP. Na hibeté trupu byla opérka hlavy, kterou
vsak letci odstranovali, protoze jim branila ve vyhledu. Vyzbroj tvofila dvojice kulometi LMG 08/15 raze 7,92 mm.
Pohanén byl motorem Mercedes D.111a o vykonu 127 kW (170 k).

Celkove byl D.V o 50 kg leh¢i nez D.III, opakovaly se v§ak problémy s konstrukei spodniho kiidla. Piesto bylo
v kvétnu objednéano dalsich 400 a v ¢ervenci 300 Albatrost D.V. Poté byla vyroba zastavena ve prospéch upravené
verze D.Va. Spodni kiidlo dostalo silnéjsi zavésy a kovani, byla pouzita pomocné vyztuha mezi jeho nabéznou hranou
hmotnost letounu vzrostla tak, ze D.Va byl téz8i nez ptivodni D.III. Pfijatelnych vykont bylo dosazeno pouzitim
motoru Mercedes D.I1laii o vykonu 134 kW (185 k). Od fijna 1917 bylo dodano celkem 1612 Albatrosi D.Va.

I kdyz piloti pokladali dé-pétky za ménécenné, byly az do nastupu Fokkerti D.VII v kvétnu 1918 pti nedostatku
lepsich typu nejrozsitenéj$i némeckou stihackou. Jesté v dubnu 1918 tvotily 54,3% stihacich letount na fronté
a mnoho jich spolu s D.III slouzilo az do konce valky. D.Va byl posledni sériové vyrabény stihaci typ firmy Albatros,
s dalsimi jiz do konce valky neuspéla a vyrabéla v licenci Fokkerovy D. VII.
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N L~ Carefully read instruction sheet before assembling. When you use glue or paint, do not use near open flame and use in well ventilated

ZINS] room. Keep out of reach of small children. Children must not be allowed to suck any part, or pull vinyl bag over the head.

i Pfed zapocetim stavby si peclivé prostudujte stavebni navod. Pri pouZivéni barev a lepidel pracujte v dobfe vétrané mistnosti.
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A 6550/17, Flown by Hans von Hippel, Jasta 5, Cappy sur Somme airfield, May, 1918

Hans von Hippel flown at least three Albatros D.Vas marked with a lightning prior this one. Only one photo
of this aircraft is known. The shape of the lightning is depicted with sharp edges, as can be seen in the boxart,
we chose more rounded shape for decals. He was one of the pilots who wittnessed death of Manfred von
Richthofen on April 21, 1918. Von Hippelwas aLufthansa employee from 1927 to 1935. The next year the joined
Luftwaffe and served as a pilot of Ju 52 cargo aircraft.
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B Jasta 5, Boistrancourt airfiled, January — February, 1918

This Albatros D.Va was built by OAW company. The wooden fuselage was ovepaited with light grey color. The
green tailplanes with red outline were the Jasta 5 marking used in 1918. The shooting star is probably the
personal marking but the name of the pilot remains unknown.
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C 6633/17, flown by Michael Sigmann, Jasta 78b, April — August, 1918

This aircraft is known from two photographs. The first one shows it with older national insignia, the Iron
Crosses and with whote band on the spinner. The second one with Balkenkreuzes and without the band on the
spinner. The white letter Sis pilot’s personal marking.
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D Flown by von Hunoldstein, Jasta 14, 1918

The plywood was left unpainted on this Albatros D.Va from Jasta 14. It was flown by pilot von Hunoldstein and
the yellow-red colors in the white square can refer to the von Hunoldstein family colors. The white-black
fuselage band indentified aircraft flown by Jasta 14.
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@ 5 markings

© Photo-etched set
@ Painting mask
@ Cartograf decals

SSW D.III, Jasta 4, Lin. Ernst Udet, Metz,
October 3, 1918

; SSW D.III 1626/18, Kest 4b, Vzfw.
SSW D.III 3025/18, Trier, December, Reiimann SR b MO

1918 to January 1919

'SSW D.III 1618/18, Josta 85 (Kest B 5),
Lin. Heinrich Dembowsky, Schaffenhausen,
November 13, 1918

SSW DUl Jasta 15, Chary-les-Poilly,
@ Jly, 1918

RECOMMENDED:

648177 .SSW.PJ}!.gUHS 1/48 (Brassin)

648166 SSW D.1Il engine 1/48 (Brassin)
49070 SSW D.III seathelts FABRIC




