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Hellcat Mk.I & Hellcat MK.II intro

By 1943, it became apparent to the British FAA that their carrier based fighters were incapable of fulfilling all the requirements demanded of them. An aircraft possessing
required performance, a robust construction, and adequate range to operate from the decks of carriers was sadly lacking. Having had good experience with the Wildcat,
known as the ‘Martlet’ in British service, the FAA took notice of its successor, the FOF Hellcat. Through loans and lease programs, there was gradually a grand total of
1182 of these aircraft handed over to the British in various versions. The British designation of Gannet F Mk.I was not carried long. Over the course of 1943, it was
decided to readopt the original name, and so even within British service, the aircraft carried the name Hellcat. Differences were limited to designation specifics. The FOF-
3 received the British designation Hellcat Mk.1, and a total of 252 were accepted by the FAA. The FOF-5 then became the Hellcat Mk.II. A total of 930 Hellcat Mk.IIs
were received, among which were included aircraft equipped for night fighting as the Hellcat NE.Mk.II, and reconnaissance Hellcat PR.Mk.II, or Hellcat FR.MKk.II.

Hellcats of the British naval forces entered combat operations at the end of 1943 from escort carriers off the shores of Scandinavia. They were tasked with convoy escort
duties, along with escorting bomber and torpedo aircraft, and themselves were also tasked with ground attack missions. During the course of these missions, combat with
enemy aircraft was rare. Practically the only recorded combat with German fighters came about on May 8th, 1944, when aircraft from the decks of HMS Emperor
engaged Bf 109 Gs and Fw 190 As from JG 5, and claimed three for the loss of one. Other operational areas included the English Channel, where convoy duties were
fulfilled, and cover for the Normandy landings. In the MTO, FAA Hellcats , along with American fighters, provided air cover for invasions of southern France.

From the end of 1944, and the beginning of 1945 in particular, Hellcat activity shifted to the Pacific. Along with the British Pacific fleet, combat operations were centred
in the vicinity of Malaysia, eastern India, Sumatra, supported American landings on Okinawa and flew recon and ground attack missions in and around the Japanese
islands. Hellcat pilots engaged ground, sea and air assets of the enemy, most often protecting allied shipping from kamikaze attacks and denying enemy reconnaissance
attempts. In the air, British Hellcats destroyed 52 Japanese aircraft. The most successful Hellcat pilots were from 1844 and 1839 Squadrons FAA, flying from the HMS
Indomitable. Combatants from 1844 Sqn accounted for 28 kills, and those from 1839 Sqn twelve.

The career of the Hellcat in British service essentially ended in 1945, when the majority of 12 user squadrons were disbanded or re-equipped with British designs. The
NFE.Mk.II and PR.Mk.II lasted in service until 1946. Outside of frontline service, a number of Hellcats were in service up to the early fifties.

V roce 1943 bylo britskému namotnimu letectvu FAA jasné, ze jeho palubni stihacky jiz nejsou schopny dostate¢né splnit viechny pozadavky na né kladené. Chybél
dostate¢né vykonny stroj s robustni konstrukei a velkym doletem, od samého pocatku piimo uréeny pro operace z palub letadlovych lodi. Jelikoz FAA méla dobré
zkusenosti s typem F4F Wildcat, v britském namotnim letectvu pojmenovanym Martlet, zaméfila se na jeho nasledovnika, FO6F Hellcat. V ramci ptjcky a pronajmu bylo
postupné objednano a odebrano 1182 letount tohoto typu riznych verzi. Namoinictvem piidélené oznaceni, Gannet F Mk.I, tento typ nenosil dlouho. V pribéhu roku
1943 bylo rozhodnuto ponechat piivodni nazvy dovazenych stroju, takze od té doby nesl i ve sluzbé u britského namoiniho letectva jméno Hellcat. Rozdil byl pouze v
oznaceni verze. Verze FOF-3 dostala oznaceni Hellcat Mk.I, celkem ji u FAA slouzilo 252 kust. Verze F6F-5 pak nesla jméno Hellcat Mk.II. Celkem bylo odebrano 930
strojii Hellcat Mk.II, mezi nimiz byly i stroje v provedeni pro no¢ni stihani Hellcat NF.Mk.II, a prizkumné Hellcat PR.Mk.II , nebo Hellcat FR.Mk.II.

Hellcaty britského namoiniho letectva vstoupily do bojovych operaci koncem roku 1943 z palub eskortnich letadlovych lodi u pobiezi Skandinavie. Poskytovaly
vzdusné kryti konvojum, provadély doprovody bombardovacich a torpédovych letadel a samy uto€ily na pozemni cile. Béhem téchto operaci se setkavaly s letouny
protivnika jen vyjime¢né. K prakticky jedinému stietnuti s némeckymi stiha¢i doslo 8. kvétna 1944, kdy se stroje z paluby HMS Emperor stietly se stroji Bf 109 G a Fw
190 A od JGS, z nichz tii dokazaly sestielit pii ztraté jednoho vlastniho stroje. Dalsi operace probihaly v oblasti Kanalu La Manche, kde se jednalo o doprovody konvoji
a vzdusné kryti vylodéni v Normandii. Ve Stiedozemnim mofi Hellcaty FAA, spolu s americkymi stroji, poskytovaly vzdu$né kryti vylodéni v Jizni Francii.

Od konce roku 1944, a zejména zacatkem roku 1945, se aktivita britskych Hellcat pfesunula do Pacifiku. Spolu s Britskym Pacifickym lod’stvem se tc¢astnily bojii v
oblasti Malajsie, Vychodni Indie, Sumatry, podporovaly vylodéni americkych jednotek na Okinaw¢ a provadély prizkumy a toky na cile v okoli Japonskych ostrovi.
Piloti Hellcatii provadéli operace jak proti pozemnim, tak proti hladinovym a vzdusnym cilim protivnika, pficemz nejcastéji se jednalo o ochranu spojeneckych plavidel

1839.squadrony FAA, startujici z paluby HMS Indomitable. Pfislusnici 1844. squadrony se na tomto poctu podileli 28 a pfislusnici 1839. squadrony pak 12 sestiely.

Sluzba Helleatd u bojovych jednotek Britského kralovského ndmotnictva skoncila v podstaté jiz v roce 1945, kdy byla vétSina z 12 peruti, pouzivajicich Hellcaty, bud’
zru$ena, nebo vybavena stroji britské vyroby. Cast stroji Hellcat NF.Mk.II a PR.Mk.II vydrzela ve sluzbé jesté v roce 1946. Mimo prvoliniové bojové jednotky ztstalo ve
sluzbé nekolik stroji az do zacatku padesatych let.
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A. Hellcat Mk.l JV132, Lt. Blythe Ritchie, 800 Sqn FAA, HMS Emperor, May 8, 1944

With this aircraft on the noted date, during Operation ‘Hoops’, Lt. Blythe Ritchie of 800 Sqd, gained a kill over an Fw 190 A from JG 5. It was his fifth kill, his first in the cockpit
of a Hellcat, and consequently, one of the few kills by the Hellcat over the Luftwaffe. Six days later, during Operation ‘Potluck A’, Ritchie gained another aerial victory flying
JV132. He attacked a formation of He 115 floatplanes, and got an individual kill, and one more shared with Lt.Cdr. Stan Ohrr.

S timto strojem dne 8.5.1944, béhem operace ,Hoops", dosahl sestielu Fw 190 A od JG 5 pfislu$nik 800.NAS, Lt. Blythe Ritchie. Jednalo se o jeho paté vitézstvi v poradi,
prvni v kokpitu Hellcatu, a zaroveri o jedno z mala vitézstvi Hellcatu nad stihacimi stroji Luftwaffe. O Sest dni pozdéji, béhem operace ,Potluck A“, skéroval Ritchie se strojem
JV-132 znovu. Zautocil na formaci plovakovych letounti He 115 a dosahl dal$ih dvou sestelll, jednoho samostatné a druhého ve spolupraci s Lt Cdr Stanem Ohrrem.
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B. Hellcat Mk.l JV131, 800 Sqn FAA, HMS Emperor, June, 1944

Through mid-May, Hellcats flying off HMS Emperor flew cover for observation flights patrolling for enemy subs, and also flew escort for convoys. In June, they covered the
Normandy invasion. In July, 1944, HMS Emperor, along with six other carriers, was relocated to the Mediterranean. Their first duty there was on September 9th, 1944, during
Operation ‘Dragoon’ and the invasion of southern France. Operations were conducted in the Mediterranean and Aegean Seas through to November. After that, HMS Emperor
returned to Newport, for preparations for transfer to the Pacific.

V druhé poloviné kvétna poskytovaly Hellcaty z letadlové lodi HMS Emperor stihaci ochranu hlidkovym letountm, patrajicim po nepratelskych ponorkach, a u¢astnily se
doprovodu konvoju. V €ervnu pak jeji stroje provadély vzdusné kryti plavidel béhem vylodéni v Normandii. V ¢ervenci 1944 byla HMS Emperor, spolu se $esti dalSimi
letadlovymi lodémi, pfevelena do Stfedomoti. Prvni operace, které se zu¢astnila, byla 12.9.1944 operace ,Dragoon®, vysadek spojeneckych jednotek v Jizni Francii. Stroje z
jeji paluby pak operovaly v oblasti Stredomofi a Egejského more az do listopadu. Poté se HMS Emperor vratila do Newportu, aby se pfipravila se na prfesun do Pacifiku.




C. Hellcat Mk.l FN430, 1844 Sqn FAA, P/O Hannay, HMS Indomitable, August 24, 1944

The aircraft carrier HMS Indomitable, along with HMS Victorious, was engaged in Pacific operations in the Indian Ocean from July, 1944. Attacks were conducted against
Sumatra. Through August, her aircraft took part in Operations ‘Boomerang’ and ‘Banquet’. On August 24, 1944, Operation ‘Banquet’ saw attacks on Palembag and vicinity,
including local refineries. These actions saw the participation of aircraft FN430, piloted by P/O Hannay.

Further activity that followed in September was concentrated against targets in the Nicobar Islands, and again, against Sumatra. After a short break at the beginning of 1945,
aircraft flying off of HMS Indomitable carried on in combat ops up to the end of the war.

Letadlova lod HMS Indomitable se, spolu s HMS Victorious, od ¢ervence 1944 G¢astnila operaci britské pacifické flotily v Indickém oceanu. Jednalo se o Utoky na cile na
Sumatfe. V pribéhu srpna se stroje z jeji paluby Ucastnily operaci ,Boomerang” a ,Banquet‘. Operace ,Banquet®, coz byl Utok na Palembag a ropné rafinerie v jeho okoli, se
dne 24.8.1944 zucastnil i stroj FN430, jehoz pilotem byl toho dne P/O Hannay. Dal$i akce, nasledujici v zafi, byly zaméfeny proti cilim na Nikobarskych ostrovech a opét na
Sumatfe. S kratkou prestavkou na zacatku roku 1945 pokracovaly stroje z paluby HMS Indomitable v bojovych akcich az do konce valky.
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D. Hellcat Mk.ll JX814, 1844 Sqn FAA, Sub-Lieutenant W.M.C. Foster, HMS Indomitable, Okinawa, April 12, 1945

Hellcats flying off the deck of HMS Indomitable in the Pacific accumulated a total of forty aerial victories. One aircraft that was a part of the total was JX814, which, on April 12,
1945, was flown by Sub-Lieutenant W.C.M. Foster in combat against a Ki-61, which he subsequently shot down. A short while later, the same fate was met by a Ki-43.These
were Foster’s second and third kills. By the end of the battle for Okinawa, he managed a further two victories, and thus became one of the few Hellcat aces in British service.
The fate of JX814 was sealed the following day, when, in combat with enemy aircraft and flown by Ch.R.Thurston, the plane was fatally hit by antiaircraft fire from friendly

ships.

Hellcaty z paluby HMS Indomitable dosahly béhem boji v Pacifiku celkem 40 vzdus$nych vitézstvi. Jednim ze strojd, které se na tomto skére podilely, byl i JX814, se kterym
12.4.1945 odstartoval Sub-Lieutenant W. C. M. Foster vstfic nepratelskému stihadi, stroji Ki-61, ktery vzapéti sestrelil. Kratce nato se objevil dal$i nepratelsky letoun, Ki-43,
ktery postihl stejny osud. Slo o to Fosterovo druhé a treti vzdusné vitézstvi. Do konce boji o Okinawu dosahl jesté dvou dalSich, a stal se tak jednim z mala es na stroji

Hellcat v britském namofnim letectvu.
Osud Hellcatu JX814 se naplnil jiz nasledujici den. BEhem pronasledovani nepiatelského stroje byl, spolu se svym pilotem, Ch.R.Thurstonem, smrtelné zasazen

protileteckou palbou vlastnich lodi.
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E. Hellcat Mk.Il JZ796, 808 Sqn FAA, Sub-Lieutenant Oscar Lorenzo, HMS Khedive and HMS Trincomalee, Ceylon, 1945

Aircraft of 808 Sqn from HMS Khedive were involved in British Pacific Fleet operations in the area of Sumatra and Malaysia and covered the invasion of Rangoon. One of the
last actions undertaken was for Operation ‘Balsam’, a series of reconnaissance missions over Malaysia in June, 1945. JZ796 was flown by Argentinean pilot Oscar Lorenzo,
and so the cowling of his aircraft carried the image of the popular comic Patoruza.

Stroje 808.squadrony se z paluby letadlové lodé HMS Khedive u¢astnily bojovych akci britské pacifické flotily v oblasti Sumatry a Malajsie, kde zajistovaly vzdu$né kryti pfi
obsazovani Ranglinu (Rangoon). Mezi posledni akce, které podnikly, byla i operace ,Balsam®, série prizkumnych letd nad Malajsii v éervnu 1945. Stroj JZ796 byl pilotovan
argentinskym pilotem Oscarem Lorenzem, a proto nesl na kapoté motoru kresbu oblibené argentinské komiksové postavicky Patoruzua.
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F. Hellcat Mk.ll JZ935, 1839 Sgn FAA, HMS Indomitable, Sub-Lieutenant T.B. Speak, April 5th, 1945.

During the course of March, 1945, aircraft flying off the deck of HMS Indomitable took part in Operation ‘Iceberg’, covering the Allied invasion of Okinawa. On April 1st, 1945,
the ship was damaged by a kamikaze attack, but was repaired in quick order, and was able to continue operations with combat missions against Formosa (Taiwan). Attacks
were also undertaken against the Japanese islands. Hellcat JZ935, flown by Sub Lt. T.B. Speak, was damaged on April 5th, 1945, during landing.

Béhem bfezna 1945 se stroje z paluby HMS Indomitable podilely, v ramci operace ,Iceberg®, na vylodéni spojeneckych jednotek na Okinawé. Dne 1.dubna 1945 byla lod
poskozena pfi utoku kamikadze. Skody se ov&em podafilo rychle opravit, a tak mohla lod v nasledujicich dnech pokragovat v bojovych operacich proti cilim na pobiezi
Formosy (Thaiwan). Uto&ila i na cile v okoli Japonskych ostrovd. Hellcat JZ935, pilotovany Sub Lt T.B. Speakem, byl 5.dubna 1945 poSkozen béhem pfistani.
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DEFUELING DEFUELING
vaLve D1 B vaLvE G
ALL TANKS HOSE CONN

5.0 IN ROCKET MOTOR MK.I0 MOD.6

4 pes N PUSH 2pesK grge

APPROACH LIGHT
SIGHTING MARK

DO NOT STAND ON WALKWAY
WHILE WING IS FOLDING

INFLATE TIRE
ASHORE IIS LBS.
CARRIER 160 LBS.

FUSELAGE

Y BATTERY HERE
ACCESS DOOR

LIFT POINT T P

F2, F4

BUORD DR.NO.656724
CONT.NO.I098 LOT 147

(F1,F2) 6 sets
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