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INTRO

No other aircraft of the German Luftwaffe is so intimately connected with its rise and fall in the course of the Second World War than the Messerschmitt Bf 109. This type,
by whose evolution outlived the era in which it was conceptualized, bore the brunt of Luftwaffe duties from the opening battles of Nazi Germany through to her final
downfall. The history of the aircraft begins during 1934-35, when the Reich Ministry of Aviation formulated a requirement for the development of a single-engined
monoplane fighter. Proposals were submitted by Arado, Heinkel, Focke-Wulf and Bayerische Flugzeugwerke. The last mentioned firm featured a technical director named
Professor Willy Messerschmitt, who was riding a wave of popularity based on the success of his recent liason aircraft, the Bf 108. His goal was to conceive of an aircraft
with the best possible performance for the specified weight, size, and aerodynamic qualities. Over the subsequent months, several prototypes were built that served first
and foremost in development flights and further modifications. The aircraft was relatively small, and compared to the prevailing trends of the time, docile with revolutionary
features such as low wing design, the use of a retractable landing gear, a wing with a very narrow profile, wing slats, landing flaps, weapons firing through the prop hub, and
so on. Even the enclosed cockpit and the method of construction were not very common just four years prior to the beginning of the Second World War. At its conception,
the Bf 109 was a very promising asset despite some powerplant troubles. These were solved by the introduction of the DB 601. This engine, together with its extrapolated
development DB 605, is umbilically connected to the types success. These two-row, twelve cylinder inverted V engines powered several tens of thousands of '109s in over
25 versions and variants.

The first combat use was by three developmental Bf 109s in the Spanish Civil War, where they were delivered in December 1936. The pre-series airframes were to, first
of all, validate the aircraft's abilities in modern aerial combat. Shortly thereafter, production machines in the form of the Bf 109B-1 began to reach 2./J.88, the Legion
Condor. The desire of Germany to demonstrate her aerial prowess to potential foes was advanced further in international sport meets. The triumphs attained in Zurich
in the summer of 1937 were complemented several months later by grabbing the speed record of 610.95 kph. In very short order, the progressive developments
represented by the C, D and E versions appeared. Despite this, the delivery of the types to combat units did not sustain a rate that was desired by military brass. Even
by August 1938, the Bf 109 accounted for less than half of the 643 front line fighters in service. The later months saw an increase in these rates. By the time of the invasion
of Poland (which saw the participation of only a little more than 200 aircraft) the Luftwaffe possessed the best fighter produced in continental Europe. With both
a qualitative and quantitative advantage, the fighter wing of the Luftwaffe entered the Polish campaign, the first defenses of the Fatherland, Blitzkrieg against the West,
and the Battle for France. With one foot in the door that was the English Channel, the Luftwaffe embarked on the attacks on Britain in the summer months of 1940. Here, the
first weakness of the Bf 109 was revealed: the inability to carry drop tanks that would have enabled the type to effectively escort bombers to England. This was one of the
factors that made the defeat of the Luftwaffe in the Battle of Britain possible. Experiences gained in 1940 led to the development of the 'F' version prior to the spring of 1941.
The elegance of the Bf 109 crested with the 'Friedrich’. Following a largely defensive stance over the Channel and northern France, the Bf 109F took on a more offensive
role in Operation Barbarossa in the east, and in northern Africa. In later duties with the 'Jagdwaffe' during the second phase of the war in the east, and in the 'Defense of the
Reich' from 1943 to 1945, the Bf 109 served in the form of the 'G' version, followed by the 'K'. Even if by the end of the war it was clear that the development of the Bf 109
was exhausted, during its combat career, the type was able to keep pace with the foes that it encountered. Besides its primary function as fighter, the Bf 109 also appeared
as a fighter-bomber, reconnaissance platform, night fighter, trainer and Rammijager.

The disappearance of the Bf 109 from the skies over Europe was not spelled out by the end of the war. Several examples were in Swiss service up to 1949, and many
flew in the air force of Czechoslovakia in both original form with a DB 605 powerplant and as aircraft built out of necessity with surplus Jumo 211s. The latter type also
served as the first fighter to fight for the independence of the newly formed state of Israel. Finland retired the type as recently as 1954, and Spain didn't retire its HA-1109-
1112, re-engined Bf 109s, until 1967. The legendary low-wing fighter of Professor Willy Messerschmitt survived the state that developed it.

UVODEM

Zadny jiny stroj némecké Luftwaffe neni vyrazné&ji spojen s jejim vzestupem a padem ve 2. svétové valce, neZ stihaci Messerschmitt Bf 109. Letoun, ktery svou
koncepci vyrazné pfedbéhl dobu, ve které vznikal, se stal tahounem stihaciho letectva od prvnich valecnych konfliktt nacistického Némecka, az do jeho horkého konce.
Historie letounu se zacina v obdobi let 1934-35, kdy Ri§ské ministerstvo letectvi formulovalo specifikace zakazky na vyvoj jednomotorové jednoplo$né stihacky. Projektu
se zUcastnily firmy Arado, Heinkel, Focke-Wulf a Bayerische Flugzeugwerke. V posledni jmenované pusobil na postu technického feditele profesor Willy Messerschmitt,
jehoz popularita se nesla na viné ispéchu nedavno dokonéeného kuryrniho Bf 108. Jeho cilem bylo vytvofit letoun s co nejvétsim pomérem vykonu k celkové hmotnosti,
velikosti a aerodynamickym vlastnostem. V pribéhu nasledujicich mésict vzniklo nékolik prototyp(, které slouzily zejména ke zkouskam a dal$imu vyvoji. Letoun byl
pomérné maly, oproti stavajicim zvyklostem relativné jemny, s revolu¢nimi konstruk&nimi prvky jako byla dolnokfidla koncepce, pouziti zatahovaciho podvozku, kfidlo
s velmi stihlym profilem, pohyblivé sloty, vztlakové klapky, zbrané stfilejici osou vrtule, atd. Dokonce uzaviratelny prekryt kabiny nebo skorepinovéa konstrukce nebyly
Ctyfi roky pred zacatkem 2. svétové valky tak obvyklym jevem, jak by se z dnesniho pohledu mohlo zdat. Bf 109 byl jiz od pocatku svého vyvoje, i pfes problémy
s pohonnou jednotkou, velmi nadéjnym projektem. Problémy s pohonem vyfesila az zastavba motoru DB 601. Ten je spolu s pozdéjsim DB 605 neodmyslitelné spojen
s uspéchy Bf 109. Radovy invertni dvanactivalec do VV pohanél nékolik desitek tisic vyprodukovanych ,stodevitek” ve vice nez 25 verzich a variantach.

K prvnimu bojovému nasazeni tfi zkusebnich kusu Bf 109 doslo za ob&anské valky ve Spanélsku, kam byly odeslany v prosinci 1936. Stroje z prfedsériové vyroby mély
predevsim ukazat schopnosti letounu v moderni letecké véalce. Nasledné se do bojového nasazeni u 2./J.88 Legion Condor zacaly dostavat i sériové stroje varianty
Bf 109B-1. Snaze Némecka ukazovat svou leteckou silu potencialnim protivnikiim napomahala i sportovni klani. Triumf letount Bf 109 na leteckém mitinku v Curychu
v [été 1937 byl dopInén o nékolik mésict pozdéji ustanovenim rychlostniho rekordu 610,95 km/h. Ve velmi kratkych ¢asovych Usecich nasledovaly verze C, D a E. Presto
v$ak doplfiovani novych stroju k bojovym Utvarim nepokracovalo tempem, ktery by si veleni mohlo prat. Jesté v srpnu roku 1938 tvofila vyzbroj letouny Bf 109 méné nez
polovinu z 643 stihacu prvni linie. Ovéem béhem nasledujicich mésicl roku se tempo dodavek k bojovym ttvartim zrychlilo. V okamZik pfepadeni Polska (kterého se v§ak
zUcastnilo jen o malo vice nez dvé sté Bf 109) tak Luftwaffe disponovala zajisté nejlepsi stihackou, jaka byla v kontinentalni Evropé vyrobena. S technickou i mnozstevni
prevahou tak stihaci ¢ast Luftwaffe absolvovala polskou kampari, prvni obranu Vaterlandu, Blitzkrieg proti zapadu i bitvu o Francii. S jednou nohou vykro¢enou pies kanal
La Manche zahdjila Luftwaffe v letnich mésicich roku 1940 utoky na Britanii. V tu dobu se mj. projevil jeden vazny nedostatek Bf 109 - nepfipravenost konstrukce stroje
na neseni pfidavné nadrze, ktera by zvysila dolet letounu pfi doprovodu bombardért nad Britanii. Tato zdanliva malickost byla jednim z faktord, které zapficinily porazku
Luftwaffe v Bitvé o Britanii. ZkuSenosti z bojl v r. 1940 napomohly pfi vyvoji verze F, ktera se zacala k bojovym Utvarim dostavat béhem predjari 1941. Elegance Bf 109
u,Friedricha“ dosahla vrcholu. Po bojich nad Kanalem a severni Francii, spise jiz defenzivniho charakteru, se Bf 109F zapojily i do uto¢nych akci, a to zejména pfi operaci
Barbarossa na vychodé nebo v severni Africe. Do pozdéjsich ukoll Jagdwaffe ve druhé fazi valky na vychodé i do obrany Rise v letech 1943 - 1945 se zapojovaly
predevsim Bf 109 verze G a v poslednich mésicich valky pak také verze K. A¢koli na konci valky bylo jasné, Ze koncepce letounu Bf 109 se po deseti letech sluzby dostala
na hranici moznosti, po celou dobu své bojové ¢innosti dokazaly jednotlivé varianty drzet krok se svymi stihacimi protivniky. Kromé svého prioritniho uréeni stihaciho
letounu se Bf 109 objevily i v rolich stihaci-bombardovaci, prizkumna, no¢ni stihaci, palubni stihaci, cvitné nebo jako Rammjéger.

Nebe se pro Bf 109 nezavielo ani po skonceni valky. Nékolik stroju slouZilo az do roku 1949 ve Svycarsku, mnohé létaly v balkanskych zemich,
v osvobozeném Ceskoslovensku, a to jak v ptivodni podobé& s motory DB 605, tak v pfestavéné varianté s motory Jumo 211. Zejména tyto stroje pozdéji tvofily zaklad
letectva braniciho svobodu nové budovaného statu Izrael. Finsko zrusilo Bf 109 az v roce 1954 a Spanélsko opustilo své HA-1109 a 1112 dokonce az v roce 1967.
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A Uffz. Karl Wolff, 3./JG 52, Pihen/Calais, France, August 1940

Avery attractive scheme was carried by Bf 109E-3 White ‘15’, with which Uffz. Karl Wolff crashed on landing on August 30", 1940. It carried the standard scheme of
RLM 02/71/65, and the light blue 65 extended up the fuselage sides. The light blue, which also wrapped around the leading edges of the wings, was subdued with
overspray of colors used on the upper surfaces. Furthermore, the aircraft received white paint on surfaces such as the nose, rudder and wingtips, used first and foremost
as quick identification features. The I. Gruppe JG 52 unit emblem appeared on the nose of the plane. A month after his hard landing in White ‘15’, Uffz. Wolff was shot
down and taken prisoner.

Jagdgeschwader 52 became the Luftwaffe’s most successful fighter unit mainly due to its operations over the Eastern Front. However, its successes began during the
Battle of France, and later, the Battle of Britain. By the end of 1940, the unit’s pilots had already racked up 177 kills. On the other hand, losses were quite high as well. Just
during the Battle of Britain, the unitlost 53 pilots. The unit was also odd in that its equipment over the course of the war was composed exclusively of Bf 109s.
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B Oblt. Josef Priller, CO of 6./JG 51, France, Autumn 1940

Yellow “1’, W.Nr. 5057, was flown by the commander of 6. Staffel JG 51, Josef Priller, and underwent several camouflage color modifications through its career.
According to some sources, the initial scheme was composed of RLM 70/71/65. However, it is easier to confirm later variations, when the underside light blue was
extended up the sides of the fuselage, and quite high up at that. Later, this color was subdued by the application of irregular squiggles of RLM 02 and 71. Furthermore, the
upper surfaces of the wing, originally composed of broken lines, were augmented in a similar manner as the fuselage sides. This was the appearance of the aircraftin the
fall of 1940, and as depicted by our profile. At the time, the aircraft also received a yellow nose section and rudder. The extent of the front end yellow coloring is up for
speculation. Some sources suggest this as it appears on the boxtop of this kit, while others claim that the yellow only covered the engine cowl and spinner, as shown
in this profile. The emblem of 11./JG 51 ‘Gott strafe England!’ (God punish England!) shown on the rear of the fuselage, is sprayed on without the usual white background,
only with the black border around a black raven with an umbrella, symbolizing Neville Chamberlain. The Staffel marking in the form of the Ace of Hearts subsequently was
used on Priller’s later aircraft as a personal marking. Here, it does not yet bear the well-known ‘Jutta’ inscription. The kill marks denoting Priller’s aerial victories on the tail
in the form of vertical tabs with dates, partially obscured the Swastika. Beer lover Josef Priller attained 101 aerial victories in 1,307 operational flights between 1939 and
1945. The pictured aircraft was later inherited by another well-known Luftwaffe pilot, Hptm. Herbert Ihlefeld, who used itin 1941 in the Balkan campaign.
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C Obstlt. Hans-Hugo Witt, CO of JG 26, Dortmund, Germany, April 1940

This aircraft, which carried an unusual camouflage scheme for the noted period, was flown by the CO of JG 26, Obstlt. Hans-Hugo Witt in April 1940. Upper surfaces
were composed of fields of RLM 02 and 71, while the bottom carried the standard RLM 65. The Geschwaderkommodor tactical marking was supplemented
by a simplified version of the ‘Schlageter’ emblem, the unit marking of JG 26. The mounted rider was marking of Stab/JG 26 and was found exclusively on the left side
of the fuselage. Jagdgeschwader 26 participated in the Battle of France during this timeframe. Hans-Hugo led the unit until June 23", 1940, when he left at the age
of 39 to take on several command functions in the Luftwaffe leadership. Witt is also known for being a survivor of the ill-fated Hindenburg flight on May 6", 1937.
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D 1./JG 2, Bassenheim, Germany, May 1940

The illustrated White ‘7’ flew in the spring of 1940 with 1. Staffel JG 2 under the command of Spanish Civil War veteran Oblt. Otto Bertram. The aircraft carries the
standard period camouflage scheme consisting of RLM 02/71 on the upper surfaces. The lower surface light blue RLM 65 extended quite high up the fuselage sides.
An oddity on this aircraft is the application of older national markings on this newer scheme, including the smaller fuselage crosses with very thin border segments and
the application of the Swastika such that it covered both the rudder and the fin. The emblem of JG 2 Richthofen appeared on both sides of the fuselage under the cockpit.
Similarly, the Staffel marking of a leashed dog ‘Bonzo’ appeared on both sides, and was developed by Otto Bertram. The template for the marking was the comic
character ‘Bonzo the Dog’, by the Brit George Studdy who's drawings paradoxically appeared on aircraft of both sides.
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E 3./JG 51, Mannheim-Sandhofen, Winter 1939-1940

The illustrated aircraft is an example of the camouflage scheme and national marking application introduced at the end of 1939, specifically during the 'Sitzkrieg' period
and during the defense of Germany against the first retaliatory raids by the RAF. The aircraft is painted in the standard scheme of RLM 70 and 71 on the upper surfaces.
The paint is affected by heavy weathering and wear. The lower surfaces are in light blue, RLM 65. An interesting feature on this aircraft, and occasionally seen on others,
is the very large rendering of the national marking on the wings. The fuselage Balkenkreuz also has a more slender centre cross segment. The Totenhand marking below
the cockpit is the 3./JG 51 unit insignia, while the Kitzbuheler Gams marking, which was used by I./JG 51 from its beginnings, was a reminder of the influx of Austrian
pilots to the unitin 1938, ata time when it carried the markings of I./JG 233.
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