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INTRO

The Avia B.534 was developed in 1934 as an extension of the B.34 fighter. In this incarnation, which was
produced in small numbers for the Czechoslovak Air Force (the majority of which were attached to No.3
Fighter Squadron in Slovakia at the beginning of the Second World War), there were several
engine/airframe combinations tried. The B.234 prototype served as the basis for the re-engined (Hispano
Suiza 12 Ydrs for the original Avia R-29 radial) type that became the true B.534. This was the 1934 victor
in a tender for a new standard fighter for the air force, and in June of that year, Avia received an order for an
initial 34 aircraft. The orders accumulated to a total of 568 units, built in several production blocks.
Assessments of the aircraft are somewhat variable. At the time of its development, it was an aircraft that was
technically sound and utilized progressive construction techniques, but by the time of the Munich Crisis, the
technology was slowly but surely entering the realm of the obsolete. To top it off, the politics of the situation
during the Crisis disallowed the chance of combat. The chance for combat missions to be flown didn't occur
until a few years later, in 1941, in the services of the Slovak State, fighting for the side that had previously
been the aggressor against which they were to stand. Slovak pilots flying the B.534 on the Eastern Front
gained good results, and these can be viewed upon as being the climax of the career of the type. Ayear later,
it was apparent that replacement by more modern types was necessary, and inevitable. Bulgarian attempts
to combat Ploesti raiding B-24 Liberators with the B.534 was a failure, and the aging planes were not able
to climb to the Liberator's operational altitudes. In Slovakia, as in Bulgaria, the type was destined for second
line relegation. Some of the remaining B.534s were destined for final operations within the Bulgarian Air
Force in operations over Hungary in 1944, and with Slovakia during the several weeks long uprising against
Germany (from late August to early November 1944). During the Slovak National Uprising, the type was
used primarily in the ground attack role, and one did manage a kill to become what is the last aerial victory
of a biplane in history. It should be noted that the kill in question was that of a Hungarian transport. The fact
remains that the Slovak National Uprising did end up being the swansong of the Avia B.534. Certainly, it can
be said that due to the era and climate of the service of this aircraft, and the length of service it was able
to achieve, the Avia B.534 has become one of the most profound symbols of Czechoslovak aviation history,
avery positive symbol.

UVODEM

Avia B.534 vznikla v roce 1934 vyvojem zakladniho typu B.34. Z této konstrukce, ktera byla vyrobena
v malé sérii pro Ceskoslovenské letectvo (vétSina vyrobenych stroju slouzila u Leteckého pluku
3 na Slovensku a pozdéji dolétala ve sluzbach Slovenského Statu na zacatku 2 svétové valky), bylo
odvozeno nékolik motorovych variant. Z prototypu B.234 vznikla zaménou motoru (Hispano Suiza 12 Ydrs
za plvodni hvézdicovy Avia R-29) pravé B.534. Ta zvitézila v roce 1934 v tendru vojenského letectva
na novou standardni stihacku, a v ¢ervenci 1934 dostala Avia prvni objednavku na 34 kusl. Objednavky
byly postupné rozsifovany az na kone¢nych 568 kusu, vyrobenych v nékolika vyrobnich blocich. Hodnoceni
vykonu Avie B.534 je ponékud rozporné. Ac¢ to byl stroj v dobé svého vzniku technicky jisté na vysi doby
a vyuzival progresivni konstrukéni prvky, v dobé Mnichovské krize uz pomalu, ale jisté zastaraval.
Vzhledem k politickym okolnostem navic piloti nedostali pfileZitost zasahnout do boje, k jehoz vedeni byl
cviceni a motivovani. Do skute€ného boje se Avie dostaly az o nékolik let pozdéji, v roce 1941, ve sluzbach
Slovenskych Vzdusnych zbrani, tedy de facto na strané plivodniho protivnika. Na Vychodni fronté predvedli
slovensti piloti v kabinach Avii dobré vykony, diky nimz Ize nasazeni na vychodé povazovat za vrchol kariéry
Avie B.534. O rok pozdéji uz ale Aviim zvonila hrana, a pfiSel ¢as jejich nahrady modernéjSimi stroji. Pokus
Bulhar(i z roku 1943 o zasah proti americkym Liberatorim, Utocicim na Ploesti, sko¢il jednoznanym
nelspéchem. Avie nedokazaly ani vystoupat do operacni vysky Liberatord. Jak na Slovensku, tak
v Bulharsku &ekal Avie osud vétSiny vyslouZilych stihacek, presly nejprve k bitevnim Ukolim a poté
k pomocnym rolim. Na nékolik zbylych Avii ¢ekal posledni boj, v ramci bulharského letectva pfi pInéni
bitevnich tkoll v Madarsku, na slovenské Avie pak nékolikatydenni vystoupeni pfi protinémeckém povstani
na Slovensku. | zde pfevazné utocily na pozemni cile, nicméné jedna z Avii zaznamenala posledni sestrel
dosazeny timto typem, a pravdépodobné viibec posledni sestiel dosazeny dvouplo$nikem v déjinach.
Je ov8em nutné dodat, Ze Slo o sestfel neozbrojeného dopravniho letounu, coz je zalezitost, vzhledem
ke vSéem okolnostem této udalosti, ponékud diskutabilni. SluZzbou v SNP se fakticky historie Avie B.534
uzavira. Pfes zminénou nepfizen osudu se Avie B.534, diky délce své sluzby i historickému obdobi, kdy
ve sluzbé byla, stala jednim ze symboll ceskoslovenského letectva. A to symbolem jednoznacné
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PLASTIC PARTS
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GUNZE

H8 | C8 [SILVER

H11 | C62 [WHITE

H12 | C33 [FLAT BLACK

H28 | C78 [METAL BLACK

H37 | C43 |WOOD BROWN

H47 | C41 |RED BROWN

H77 |C137|TIRE BLACK

H80 | C54 |KHAKI GREEN

H413|C113|YELLOW RLM04
Mr. METAL COLOR

MC214DARK IRON

MC215/COPPER

|:| -Parts not for use. -Teile werden nicht verwendet. -Pieces ahe pas utiliser. -Tyto dily nepouZivejte pii stavbé. - &R LIst 38

TENTION * UPOZORNENT * ACHTUNG * ATTENTION

Carefully read instruction sheet before assembling. When you use glue or paint, do not use near open flame and use
in well ventilated room. Keep out of reach of small children. Children must not be allowed to suck any part, or pull
vinylbag overthe head.

Pred zapocetim stavby si peclivé prostudujte stavebnindvod. Pii pouzivani barev alepidel pracujte v dobre vétrané
mistnosti. Lepidla ani barvy nepouzivejte v blizkosti ofevieného ohné&. Model neni uréen malym détem, mohlo by
dojit k poziti drobnych dilu.

Vor dem Zusammenbau die Bauanleitung gut durchlesen. Kleber und Farben nicht in der Néhe von offenem Feuer
verwenden und fur eine ausreichende Bellftung sorgen. Den Bausatz von kleinen Kindern fernhalten. Vermeiden Sie,
dass Kinder Bauteile in den Mund nehmen oder sich PlastiktUten Gber den Kopf ziehen.

lire soigneusement la fiche d’instructions avant d"assembler. Ne pas utiliser de colle ou de peinture & proximité
d’une flamme nue, et aérer la piece de temps en tfemps. Garder hors de portée des enfants en bas ége. Ne pas
laisser les enfants mettre en bouche ou sucer les pieces, ou passer un sachet vinyl sur la tete.

INSTRUCTION SIGNS * INSTR. SYMBOLY * INSTRUKTION SINNBILDEN * SYMBOLES
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BEND OPEN HOLE SYMETRICAL ASSEMBLY REMOVE REVERSE SIDE
OHNOUT VYVRTAT OTVOR SYMETRICKA MONTAZ ODRIZNOUT oTOoCIT
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POZOR NA SPRAVNE VZEPETi
SPODNIHO KRIDLA - VIZ CELNi
BEWARE BOTTOM WINGS DIHEDRAL
- SEE PAGE 6 FRONT VIEW

POHLED NA STR.6
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POZOR NA SPRAVNOU ORIENTACI A POZICI

VZPER!
BEWARE CORRECT STRUTS POSITION!
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Avia B.534 with the construction number 169 first flew on April 4th, 1937 and was assigned to the Air Regiment 4 from April
22nd of the same year. Rtm. K. Sykora suffered a mid air collision with B.534.167 flying this aircraft on August 26th, 1937. Both
uninjured pilots were able to set their damaged aircraft down safely. After repairs, this aircraft was reintroduced into service with
the Czechoslovak, and later German, air force. The standard camouflage scheme also carries the Air Regiment 4 insignia
(ablue lion against a white background), a white spinner and wheel pant components of the same colour.
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After successful completion of basic training with one of the Flugzeugfuhrerschule, students graduated to advanced training.
Those that were destined for fighter units underwent further training in one of seven Jagdfliegerschule (JFS) over a four month
stint where they learned formation flying, aerial gunnery and aerobatics. These units were equipped with a variety of German
types as well as foreign types taken over from occupied countries. One of the aircraft types utilized by the FFS was the Avia
B.534. In most cases, the camouflage schemes were those of the original user, the Czechoslovak Air Force. The scheme
as accompanied here by a yellow rudder, cowl and spinner.
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STENCILING POSITIONS

LOWER SURFACE OF TOP WING

PLNENi vODY
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ZDE ZVEDATI

PLNENI OLEJE

BENZIN. NADRZ HLAV. 257 L
BENZIN. NADRZ SPAD. 90 L
OLEJ. NADRZ 38 L
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SPOUSTENI MOTORU
BRZDA

9

ZDE ZVEDATI

13

Made in Czech Republic




